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It is a genuine pleasure and a distinct honor for me to be able to send greetings 
to the friends of the American Schools of Oriental Research from the excavation 


camp at Jericho where work has been resumed, after an interval of sixteen years, 
at Tell es Sailtan, the site of ancient Jericho, 


The beginnirg of the new year found the Jerusalem School an institution of consid- 
erable activity, Several of the staff were preparing for the move to Jericho, ani 
others were active with trips to various parts of Jordan, A number of our tempor- 
ary guests who had arrived in December for the Christmas season decided to extend 
their sojourn by several days, We modestly claimed that their decision was due to 
the cordial spirit’and adequate accomodations which they found at the School; we 
suspected, hcwever, that they prolonged their visit chiefly because of the 
traditional Arab hospitality which they met in Jerusalem and because of the 
fascination and unique charm of the Old City, 


Early in January rain interfered with travel on two or three occasions, but most 
of the trips to H ebron, Nablus and the Jordan valley which individuals had plannec 
were possible, One party of five persons from the School, driving a private car 
equipped with four-wheel drive, managed to reach Jerash, although they reported 
that the road south of Jerash, which is under construction, was almost impassable, 


With the arrival of Miss Kathleen Kenyon, Director of the British School of Arch- 
aeology in Jerusalem, at the Jerusalem Airport on January lst, the attention of 
the full time group at our School turned immediately to the problems of setting 
up camp at Jericho, One never ceases to be amazed by the speed of air travel these 
days, Miss Kenyon departed from London on December 3lst and in less than twenty- 
four hours was in Jerusalem discussing with us the proposed program for the excav-— 
ations, For the project, which has been designated "Jericho Excavations 1952", 
Miss Kenyon is the Director, and Professor lushingham of our School is serving in 
the capacity of Assistant Director, 


After several trips to Jericho'to inspect the Tell again and to make arrangements 
for the camp site and laborers, the advance guard moved down from Jerusalem on 
January 6th. Work startcd the next day on a small scale; during the first week 
efforts were dirccted chiefly to the clearing of some of the walls which had been 


excavated by former expeditions and determining upon certain undisturbed areas 
where work in ithe future will be done, 


Various members of the staff, which numbers seventcen at the moment, have been 

a rriving during the month, Professor Tushingham, Dr. Hamrick and I are represent— 
ing our School; but it is expected that two or three additional members will 

arrive shortly, The others on the staff who are sponsored by the British School 
include sevén women, five men and two representatives of the Jordan Tepartment of 
Antiquitics, Because it is anticipated that the excavations will continue until 
April lst., there will doubtless be others arriving and some individuals who will 
participate for only a part of the period, 
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Several comments ought to be made about the staff in addition to the obvious one 
that it is largér in number than the staff which is usually assembled by the 
Americen School, In the first place, we’are fortunate to be associated with Miss 
Kenyon, @saghter of Sir Frederic Kenyon, who is well know in her own right as a4 
skilled field archacologist, Lecturer on Palestinian Archacology at the Institute 
of Archaeology, London, a capable and most congenial person, she has excavated 
Roman and: Iren Age sites in England, has completed three seasons at Sabratha, Tri- 


politania, and is probably best known to Ancrican students of archaeology for her 
significart werk at Samaria-Sebaste, 


Another comment about the satff must be that it contains several individuals who 
have had experience at other excavations in Palestine, Transjordan, Turkey, Iraq 
and North Africa, It is a cosmopolitan group composed of persons from Canada, Eng- 
land, Australia, Wales, Scotland and the United States, During the first few days 
of the excavation, the party from our School found it necessary to abandon their 
study of colloguial Arabic and concentrate instead on colloquial Inglish as it is 
spoken by our colleagues, from England, Australia, Wales and Scotland, It may 

also be said that the staff is admirably suited in size to the particular type of 
work which mist be done on a tell that has been excavated before and contains many 
mud brick wells, Approximately fifty Arab men and boys have been hired; their 


work is closely supervised and many of the tasks which rcouire special care are 
done by members of the staff, 


The expedition is housed in the area very near Ain Elisha, Channels carrying water 
past the front and rear of the camp site combine with a newly installed wire fence 
to make of our area a kind of small islend standing almost in the shadow of the 
towering mounds of the Tell, The house which was rented for the expedition head- 
quarters is said to have been a mill before World War 1, later being occupied by 
Professor John Garstang and his staff, and more recently serving as a general store 
rooming house and stable, The house is large enough to provide rooms for photo- 
graphy, drawing, pottery, sorting, kitchen, dining room and sleeping auerters for 
the women members of the staff, Five tents have been erected near the house; 

they serve adequately as sleeping quarters for the men. It is a rare and pleasant 


experience to be excavating in a region where water for the washing of pottery is 
plentiful and near at hand, 


Life at Jericho is somewhat strenuous but pleasant in many weys, During the first 
weck of operations there was considerable rain, although work continued every day 
except one. We are assured by local residents that we are fortunate to be living 
in Jericho during the winter months. However, thefrain and several cool nights 
early in January raised some question in our minds as xke to the reliability of 
such assurances, but we learned later that at the time of cool breezes in Jericho 
there had been snow and severe cold in Ramallah and Jerusalem, The perfect weather 
now in Jericho reminds one of an important’ reason for the construction of the 


famous Umayyad palace at Khirbat al Mafjar, which by the way, is nearby and visible 
from the top of Tell es Sultan, 


There is no scarcity of local color if one has time to observe it, At almost every 
hour of the day we can see women coming to,$he wcll very much as they must have 
come in biblical times carrying awey with/jars of woter on their heads, An occas- 
ional gesoline tin perched on a woman's head mars the scenery and is <n ugly 
substitute for the gracefulwater jar, There is 2 bus service to the business 
district of Jericho which lies one and a half miles to the south, but camcls and 
donkeys ere still a familiar sight. In the fields nearhry are oranges and banan as 
and the flowers are in bloom meking Jericho a king of oasis, Reading the hiblical 
accounts where there are references to Jericho one looks with new intcrest at the 
sycamore trees expecting to find a Zacchaeus, or he looks to the west at Jebel 





Qarantal and the Greek Orthodox monastery clinging to the side of the mountain and 
wonders why it has bcen designated as the Mount of Temptation.’ Cne re ads ogain 
the account of the conquest of Jericho by Joshua and his hosts, and finds that he 
can walk around the base of the Tell in nine and one half minutcs, 


A report concerning the type of work schedule in effect at the excavations may be 
of interest, Work continues during the day from 7 A.M. to 4,30 A.M., with time off 
for breakfast and lunch, The dey starts with a cup of tea at 6,45 A.lM. and break- 
fast is a popular meal at 9,30 A.M. In the late aft«rnoon and evening there is 
time to compzre notes with others on the staff, and to study the pottery which has 
been washed ard sorted during the day. Work ceases Saturday afternoon and begins 
again Monday morning, so thcre is opportunity for relaxation and trips, At least 
one individual rides the bus to Jerusalem ostensibly for the purpose of catching 
up on School business and ocrrespondence, but actually to see his wife and son, 
Russell, now aged 19 months, 


On Jenuary 27th two’ groups, one from the exvavation camp and the other from the 
School in Jerusalem, visited Sebaste, It wes a rare treat to have as our guide 

at Sebaste, Miss Kenyon who was ble to point out many features which would be 
apparent only to one who hed participated in the excavations at Samaria, It was 

a warm, sunny day and we sow the first red anemones and almond trees’ in bloom, 

As a result of the abundance of rain this year, the fields and hilis, even the 
usually barren, brown hills beside the Jericho road from Jerusalem, are now covered 
with a green mantle of grass, Plowing has teen in progress in most areas, the 
goverrment reforestetion project is going forwerd, and the first blades of grain 
are beginning to appear in many of the fields, 


It has been no easy task to resume “Eg excavations at Jericho, as readers of this 
newsletter who have visited the ancient site will realize, The excavations of 
Sellin and Watzinger in 1907-09 and those by Professor Garstang in 1930-36 resulted 
in an imposing and terrifying array of dump pilcs and trenches, As might be ex- 
pected, the Tell, which’ contains many mud brick walls that were clenred and left 
exposed to the elcments, presents a rather untidy scene to the visitor, Although 
@ guerd had been maintcined at the site for several yerrs, there is'no fence 

around it; the result wes that the trenches were filled with refuse, and it is not 
én uncommon sight to see'a shepherd lad seated among the ruins watching his sheep 
as he entertains himself, ond perhaps his shcep, with a plaintive melody on the 
pipe, When we first arrived, a group of Boy Scouts had encamped for the week-end 
on the south area of the Tell, Several members of the staff who were sceing ancient 
Jericho for the first time registered their different reactions which included such 
words as "frightful", "criminal", "challenging", and "wonderful", But very soon 
there was complcte agreement that it is a fascinating site for an excavation, and 
one where significant results might be obtained, 


After the initial tr-sk of disposing of some of the refuse, several of the wells 
that were clready exposed were cleaned and identified on the plans of former 
excavators, It was found necessary to move only one lerge dump pile, end work 
continued during the second weck in four areas which hod not bcen penetrated by 
our predecessors, It is a rewarding experience to be working at a site where - 
pottery and other objccts may be appearing it the same time from the nor*heast, 
northwest and central areas of the Tell, Groups are excavating in these separate 
greas where they have already been dealing with Neolithic, Early,Middle and Late 
Bronze materials, 


Three days ago the report of a discovery of two tombs came from the refugee 
village which is located about one aquarter ef a mile north of our camp, The 
residents of the village apparently realized the importance of the discovery and 
were cooperative in permitting the excavation of the tombs. Three members of our 





sis 
staff are now engaged in clearing the tombs and heve become centers of intcrest 
for the large crowds of men and boys who gather to observe the work, The tombs 
are not in the area of those found by Professor Garstang, but the early date of 
the complcte jars and bowls which are appearing may help materially with the study 
of pottery found on the Tell, 


In the meantime, life at the School goes on as usual. Occasional guest: -bring 
news from home and rumors from Egypt, but visitors have not been numerous during 
recent days, The requests for accomodations in the Hostel have been coming in 

in considerable numbers, with the result that we -re expecting several additionel 
persons during February and March, with a full house during April. Professor Der 
Nersessian and her sister continue with their work on illumincted Armenian manu- 
scripts in the Library of the Armenian Patwiarchate in the Old City, Mrs. Reed 
continues to do an heroic amount of work at the School, supervising the Hostel and 
Library, as well as serving as secretary and book-keeper, Imran Abdo, whom guests 
at the School in recent years will remember, is cmployed at the excavations, 


On January 15th at Jericho we received news of an exciting episode at the School 
which occurred the day before, A thief was captured in the Hostel, Late in the 

a fternoon he had entered the building unseen and was in the process of looking 
for valuables’ in one of the rooms that was unlocked, We were fortunate in having ~- 
two young men, brothers from the University of Toronto, Warren and Douglas Wilkins. 
residing in the Hostel, They have’bcen spending a month at the School, picking ur 
some information about archaeology, as they are completing a trip around the world. 
Warren heard a strange sound in the Hostel, investigated and discovered the thief 
in a clothes closet, With his brother he escorted the man to the Director's House 
where Mrs. Reed decided promptly that the presence of the police would be most 
comforting. But while the police were being called, the men broke loose, fled 

a cross the garden and fell into the fish pool, The frermgate had been locked in 
the meantime, but before the man could reach it, he wes tackled in good Canadian 
style and pounced on by Omar, Melia and Mahmud who had joined in the pursuit, 


When the police arrived they were most pleased with the catch; the thief was wanted 
in Syria and Arman for several crimes and had a criminal record in Jerusalem, It is 
good to be able to report that the School has such a courageous and alert staff 
that it can be engaged in archeeology and criminolgy on the same day, The School 
has frequently made the news cojumns of the local press for its activities in 
archaeology; now it hasmade the news in a new type of endeavor, 

great 
Another news item in the local press has been of/intcrest to archaeologists in 
this area. Two caves in the vicinity of the Dead Sea are being excavated end from 
them are beginning to appear fragments of ancient manuscripts. Readers of these 
newslcttcrs will resall thet our School made a trip through the area in November 
.end reported to the Department of Antiouities the location of scveral caves, All 
the information thet can be disclosed at this time appeared two days ago in a 
local press release which I quote: 


"Two more cavee have recently bcen discovered by Bedouins in the neighborhood cf 
the Dead Sea, from which they have recovered many fragents of leather and papyris 
inscribed in Greek, Hebrew and Aramic. A preliminary examination of the material 
indicates that it dates from the second century A.D. The find has no connection 
with the cave near Feshka discovered some years ago from which were recovered the 
now famous biblical manuscripts known as the Dead Sca Scrolls, The Jordan Depart- 
ment of Antiquities in collaboration with the Ecole Bibliaue et Archaeologiaue 
Francaise and the Palestine Archaeological Museum has undertaken the work of 
clearance, but it is likely to be a long and difficult task ewins to the remote- 
ness of the site, the great size of both taves, and the dangerous condition cf one 
of them, Further information will be given when the work is completed and it is 
possible to make a more complete study of the material." 
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It my be reported also that rumors continue to circulate regarding the existence 
of other manuscripts from the cave where the Dead Sea Scrolls were found, and that 
some fragments have’ been secured by the Museum, It is not a new suggestion, but 
it bears repetition, that a thorough survey of the caves in the vicinity of the 
Dead Sea ought to be underteken Special cquipment used by trained and rugged 
personnel would be required forthe investigation of this aren of approximately 
500 square kilometres, If it is not done soon, it will be too late, because the 
Bedouin familics sre beginning to suspect thnt more wealth can be secured from 
caves than from their flocks, ond they have been caught on occasion by the pelice 
as they have been engeged in their illicit excavations, 


To conclude this report a few comments concerning the activities of’ other personnel 
at the School may be of intcrest, On January 2lst, James B. Storey, Mrs. Storey’ 
and their two children, John end Ann, concluded their st-y in Jerusalem where Hr, 
Storey had been a student at the School, A farewell party was given for them at 
the School and there were sincere regrets at bidding them farewell, the more so’ 
since thcir first stop over on the way to the United States was Cairo, However, 
Mr, and Mrs. Mark W. Sloane who had been residing at the School for several weeks 
had returned to their work at the American Research Center, Caifa, and have been 
able to carry on their program in spite of riots, 


Mr, Gus Van Beek, newly appointed Fellow of the School, arrived today from Balti- 
more where he has been studying at the Johns Hopkins University specializing in 
Palestinian pottery, Educated also at the University of Tulsa, McCormick Theolo- 
gical Seminary and Hebrew Union College, Mr. Van Beek participated last year in 
the excavations ef the American Foundation for the Study of Men conducted in Wadi 
Beihan, South Arabia, We are delightcd to have hin at the School and pleased that 
he will begin at once working with the group at Jericho, 


Other guests during the month have included Dr. Herold W. Glidden, Theyer Fellow 
at the’ School in 193839, now with the U.S.State Department, and Dr. and Mrs. Henri 
Seyrig, Institut Francais d'Archaeologie, Beirut. The latter were in Jerusalem for 
a special meeting of several members of the Board of Trustces of the Palestine 
Archaeological Museum, who were entertained at the School following the meeting. 


Last week it was possible for Villard Hamrick, Fellow of the School, to make the 
trip to Fetra which he had missed last November because of illness, He was the 
guest of the Wilkins brothers in their specially equipped Landrover car, Their 
first attcmpt to rcach Petra had feiled because of the rains which hed made the 
road south of Kerak impassable, but onthe sccond try, they were successful and 


were able to see and photograph the famous ruins at Petra, no small accomplishment 
for them during the month of January, 


We continue to feel fortunate that conditions in the Hashemite Kingdom of the 
Jordan are such that it is possible to follow the normal, archaeological program 
planned for the School, As might be expected there is some anxiety regrrding the 
disturbances in other areas of the Near Eust, but it must be reported that while 
there are many problems to be faced by the citizens of Jorden they ore being 

dealt with in 2 ppeaceful way and there is an intelligent interest in the archaeo— 
logical endeavors of our School, We are grateful also to the supporters of the 
School in the United States who have made it possible for us to be engaged in a 
full and exciting schedule of work in the field, 


William L. Reed, Director, 





